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a) The Geography of Exclusion:  Concentration in Poor 
Neighbourhoods 

 
Are visible minority groups more likely live in poor neighbourhoods than non 
visible minority groups in Ottawa? 
 
To answer this question, we examine the spatial distribution of the visible minority 
groups in relation to low income neighbourhoods within Ottawa.  The findings will 
further our understanding of some of the underlying factors leading to social and 
economic exclusion faced by this group of the population. 
 
From the same Census, close to one in seven of the population in private households live 
below the Low Income Cut-off (LICO). There are about 112,000 persons living in 
poverty representing 15% of the population (city average). 
 
Poor Neighhourhoods 
 
We define a poor neighbourhood as a census tract in which the percent of low income 
residents is above the city average of low income population (15%). A census tract (CT) 
as established by Statistics Canada is a small, relatively stable geographic area that 
usually has a population of 2,500 to 8,000. It is as homogeneous as possible in terms of 
socioeconomic characteristics, such as similar economic status and social living 
conditions. 
 
There are 59 census tracts with over 15% of the residents living in poverty. They account 
for about 34% of all the neighbourhoods (census tracts) in Ottawa. Almost all the poor 
neighbourhoods are located within the Ottawa Central area. 
 
These neighbourhoods can be further divided into groups based on the magnitude of the 
poverty level (low, medium, high and very high).  

• Low Poverty (LP) neighhourhoods are those areas with below city average rates 
of poverty (less than 15%). 

• Medium Poverty (MP) neighbourhoods are those between 15 to 30% of the city 
average.  

• High Poverty (HP) neighbourhoods are those areas with between two to three 
times of the city average (30 to 45%).  

• Very High Poverty (VHP) neigbhourhoods are those with above three times of the 
city average (45% and over). In other words, about half of the residents in the 
VHP neighbourhoods live in poverty. 
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This approach to classify and group low income neighbourhoods was also used in the low 
income neighbourhood study (Poverty by Postal Code) by the United Way of Greater 
Toronto and Canadian Council on Social Development.1 
 
Map 1 below shows the geographic locations of the four groups of low income 
neighbourhoods. About 64% (38 census tracts) of the poor neighbourhoods belong to the 
Medium Poverty group, 29% (17 census tracts) to the High Poverty group and 7% (4 
census tracts) to the Very High Poverty group. The four Very High Poverty 
neighbourhoods are each located in Alta Vista, Dalhousie, Sandy Hill and Lower Town. 
 
 
 

                                                
1 United Way of Greater Toronto and Canadian Council on Social Development, (2004).  Poverty by Postal 
Code:  The Geography of Neighbourhood Poverty:  City of Toronto, 1981 – 2001.  Toronto:  United Way 
of Greater Toronto. 
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Visible minority groups in poor neighbourhoods 
 
The number of residents (visible and non visible minority groups) is summed for each of 
the 59 poor neighbhourhoods. Over half (55.2%) of the all visible minority groups live in 
poor neighbourhoods, a total of over 75,000 residents. On the other hand, about one-third 
(33.3%) of the non visible minority groups live in the same areas. 
 
Among the various visible minority groups, which groups are more likely to reside 
in poor neighbourhoods? 
 
The spatial distribution of the six major visible minority groups living in the various 
levels of poverty neighbourhoods is captured in the following maps.  

• Map 2, below, shows the pattern of the Black population. This group has presence 
in all three types of poor neighbhourhoods (Medium, High and Very High). It also 
has strong presence in each of the Very High Poverty neighbourhoods.  

 
 

• 
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The Latin American group (See Map 3 below) has a lesser presence in the low 
poverty neighbhourhoods except those in Hunt Club East, Rockcliffe Park, Alta 
Vista and Cyrville. It has presence in three of the four Very High Poverty 
neighbourhoods. 
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The Southeast Asian group (Map 4 below) has a presence only in one of the four Very 
High Poverty neighbourhoods (Dalhousie). A majority of the residents live in the poor 
neighbourhoods in the western part of the city. 
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The Arab group (Map 5 below) has a strong presence in only one of the four Very 
High Poverty neighbourhoods (Alta Vista). Their strong presence can be found in 
Riverview/Hawthorne, Carleton Height, and Hunt Club East.  The Arab group 
includes Lebanese. 
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Map 6 below shows the pattern of the West Asian group. They have presence in three of 
the four Very High Poverty neighbourhoods. Similar to the Arab group, they have no 
presence in Dalhousie. 
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Very similar to the pattern of the Black population, the Chinese population (See Map 7) 
has presence in all four groups of neighbourhoods with a strong presence in Dalhousie. 
Unlike the Black population, the Chinese has little presence in the eastern part of the city 
(Overbrook, Vanier, Ottawa North East and Rockcliffe Park. 
 

 
As the chart below shows, 6 of the 11 major visible minority groups have more than half 
of their population living in poor neighbourhoods. Over two-third (66.7%) of the Black 
population can be found in these areas. This group is closely followed by the Latin 
American population (62.4%), Southeast Asian population (61.8%), Arab population 
(61.5%), and the West Asian population (60.7%). 
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Proportion of Visible Minority Groups Living in Poor Neighbourhoods, Ottawa, 
2000 
 

Proportion of Visible Minority Groups living in poor 
neighbourhoods, Ottawa, 2000
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census © 2007, Social Planning Council of Ottaw a, all rights reserved

 
It is interesting to note, that even the Japanese population which is both small in number 
and proportion, has a higher percentage (35.8%) living in poor neighbourhoods than the 
non visible minority population (32.8%). 
 
Between 30% to 40% of the population in each visible minority group lives in Low 
Poverty neighbourhoods, with the exception of the Chinese. Over half (54%) of the 
Chinese population lives in the neighbourhoods with below the City average (15%). 
About one quarter of the Southeast Asian and Black population live in High Poverty 
areas. About 9% of the Arab population lives in Very High Poverty neigbhourhoods 
followed closely by the Black, Latin American, Southeast Asian and the West Asian 
population. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The above analysis clearly demonstrates that the total visible minority population and 
each of the visible minority groups with no exception are more likely live in poor 
neighbourhoods than the non visible minority population in the City of Ottawa.  

• Over half (55.5%) of all visible minority group members live in poor 
neighbourhoods  
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• Less than one-third (32.8%) of all others (non visible minority group members) 
live in poor neighbourhoods 

 
In addition, there is also a higher likelihood for the same groups to live in high poverty 
and very high poverty areas.  Living in these neighbourhoods are: 

– 66.7% of the Black group 
– 62.2% of the Latin American group 
– 61.8% of the Southeast Asian group 
– 61.5% of the Arab group 
– 60.7% of the West Asian group 
– 56.1% of the Chinese group 

 
The fact that we do not have a significant pattern of ethnic enclaves does not mean we do 
not have geographic exclusion in Ottawa.  The intersection of the racialization of poverty 
and the geography of exclusion create an extremely divisive tendency in Ottawa and a 
critical issue in the social and economic exclusion of visible minority residents. 
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